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Dear Friends,

Long ago in the dim and distant past (tfec@ntury in fact) a certain monk from ;
Crediton in Devon went to Germany. He hit upon the idea of using the trianguli "
shape of the fir tree to teach people about the Trinity of Father, Son and Spirit.
people he converted began to revere the Fir tree as God's Tree, as they had or
revered the Oak. By the "12entury it was being hung, upsidewn, from ceilings
at Christmastime in Central Europe, as a symbol of Christianity. The British
tradition of coming up with a good idea and then handing it over to someone el 7
nothing new. It took good old Prince Albert to bring the tree back over to Britair.. /‘U/?/A/f

Well we shall be celebrating Advent and Christmas this year at Trinity with Inside this issue:
Christmas trees. Different groups will be dressing a total of nine different trees eacu

one based upon a Christmas carol. Each Sunday during Advent we shall be li¢ Church Family 25,6,13
two trees during the morning service and the last one will be lit on Christmas di_. 3 di es § C 3
We hope this will add a bit of sparkle to our Christmas services. 5The Pl an4

Bringing a tree (which after all is meant to grow outside) inside a building is on yarvest at Trinity 7.8
face of it a fairly bizarre custom. And the idea that we might be able to improve
nature by adding decorations of our owan 18" century modification might seem

a little precocious. But as a way of celebrating the God who has come right ins Children of Romania 9

to the very heart of our human experience and changed our per_ception througt World Church News 10,11
Son, the light of the world, well perhaps we haven't found anything better or mc

Remembrance 8

simple- as any ¥ century Devonshire monk will tell you. Trinity Finances 12,13
With warmest greeting for an enjoyable Advent. Event Notices 6,14,15
Flower Rota 15
’ Diary Dates 16
Door Stewl6 0 Rc
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Congratulations to

Helen & Andrew Brown following the birth of their daughter
Sophie Bethany on"80ctober.

Connie Webbwho was 90 in October.
Mavis Harrison who will be 60 on 1% December.

Connie & Philip Webb who will celebrate their Diamond
Wedding on 1% December.

Elsie Evanswho will be 90 on 38 January.

Thanks

We would like to thank the church for the bouquets we receiv
in recognition of the work
was a lovely gesture and was much appreciated.

Also, once again we would like to thank those who over the
years helped us in any way. We could not have carried on a:
long as we did without their assistance.

Elsie Evans and Doris Skellern

Roy, Jean, and Linda Swinsorare thankful for the support
and prayers offered following Paul's death and extend sincert
thanks for donations in excess of £950 to East Cheshire Hos|
in his memory.

Paul was an organ donor and we learned recently that more 1
40 people have benefited from organs, tissue and bone dona
by him.

Very many thanks.

Baptisms

We were delighted to welcome the family and friend§iof
Hargreaveswho chose to be baptised on hi¥' birthday on

28" October Congratulations Tim.

Wedding Bells

12" December. Marriage of Erica Whitewright & Peter
Westwood, 1 pm at Trinity

Prayers

As we approach Christmas, plea;
pray for everyone in our church
family, particularly for children,
for those who are grieving, and fi
those for whom Christmas will b
a difficult and perhaps lonely or
painful time.

We pray for
Marie & Tony Marriott foll |l ov
sister.
The family and friends of Frank Skerratt whose funeral
was at Trinity on 9 October.
Al ma & Julie Kennerley flol | c
sisterin-law.
el I c
Into your care, O Lord, this day
my family, friends and loved ones.
Into your care, O Lord, this day
those | hold with concerns in my heart.
Into your care, O Lord, this day
those things | 6ve p|l ann

and the unexpected things this day will bring.

Into your care, O Lord, this day
myself: body, mind and spirit.
Amen

Martyn Atkins, General Secretary and Secretary of Conference.
©2009 Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes

Winter Prayer

God of winter glory
of pale sunlight cut
to ribbons by bare black branches,
of cutglass ice
intricately etched
with your imagination,
what desperate love drove you
to the Mary stablé shepherd idea?
Help us to see in this story of poverty,
struggle, hope and fear,
your most beautiful creation.
Amen

Penny Worth, minister, York South Circuit
©2009 Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes

Good King Wenceslas went out to the pizza parlour and
ordered a pizza. The assistant asked Do you want your
usual? Deep pan, crisp and even?

The editor will be pleased to receive announcements for

publication, preferably in writing, of special birthdays

(18, 21, 95 and others ending in zero), anniversaries (25,

40, 50, 60, 70) and other significant events e.g.
graduations.
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Ladi esd6 Club News

22" September 3 November

Our guest this evening was Eric Newton, the busking clarinettifth e Ladi es 6 Cl ub joined the
often to be seen outside Argos in Congleton. their annual O6box openingdo /
After a rather unhappy childhood, Eric found some direction inThe guest speaker was Jill Baker, whose husband Andrew

life after being taken by a neighbour to the Embassy Ballroomis a minister in the Stoke South Circuit. Jill reminded us of

in Burslem where he got his first taste of Trad Jazz! He taughthe origins of Network with which she is very involved and

himself to play by ear, listening to Monty Sunshine playing ~ which was formed in 1987 by combining the former
with the Chris Barber Band. Eventually he joined the BurslemWo men6s Wor k and Womenos
band, playing in the evenings, whilst doing a variety of daytiméethodist Church.

work. Jill also serves on the committee of the World Federatig
He subsequently turned professional and played in London uraflMethodist & Uniting Church Women, an international

the work oO0dried upod6 as si xt fekowshipaf afficially recogmised graups oftMetodist t| i

popularity. On returning home, he continued to play locally buvomen from over 60 countries. This group works close
also trained at the Northern School of Music, and after teachewith Network and is in special consultative status within

training became a music teacher. the United Nations. Plans are well under way to combine

the two groups in this country in 2010. The new

At the venues where Eric played, alcohol was plentiful and . ; .
organisation wil/|l be call

sadly he became an alcoholic, seriously overweight and

suffered a nervous breakdown. Jill outlined many of the mission/social responsibility

d projects both groups are currently involved with both at
ome and overseas, and how the money raised at local
evel is used. These include eradicating poverty and

hunger, promoting gender and empowering women,

reducing child mortality and combating AIDS/HIV and

After recovery, he stopped drinking, became a postman an
decided to get himself fit. He reduced his weight from 20 to 1
stone, and a friend challenged him to take part in the London
Marathon- not only did he complete the course, but he did so
whilst simultaneously playing his clarinet. Since then, Eric ha
completed 68 marathons and raised over

Fel

ly

ed

Bther diseases. On the training front, funds are being made

£60.000 for various charities available for the training of Methodist Ministers to serve in
’ : J many of the former Soviet states, which are now
Nowadays he still plays with local bands, goe independent countries, and where Methodism is very much
busking in the Potteries and Cheshire and J* on the increase. This is also the case in Brazil.
?r?:r?(;j?na,;lljes?rsatlit:?r(ifhr:rznlzzsatlasgggsg)wn Interspersed with the talk, Jill invited us to join in singing
' songs from the Caribbean, Asia, Africa and Europe.
6" October Again, we were able to do some Christmas shopping by
purchasing goods made by |CLE

Our guest this evening was Kath Pointon from Astbury, who in Bolivia which began with the help of grants from
demonstrated the art of o6l i gyomdnémbNei ver ¥. 6 Kath make
various items including pillow cases, tray cloths, chil
bags etc. Her own designs are transferred onto the fabric, and 0" November
g\]ent p?lnte_lc_ihuslljng spectlalt_palnts W.h'tCh she im dpor_tt.:,] from We were pleased to welcome Philip and Joanna who came
oSl e P Spereed W e 0 share i us a seecton of protographs fom her

g an ' . y wedding and subsequent honeymoon, which was spent
some painting for themselves. Several finished products Wer%ruising the Baltic
on view and many ladies took up the opportunity to purchase '
some early Christmas presents. We were given a guided tour of their ship, the beautiful

Norwegian fjords, the small inland villages, the

20" October magnificent views and viewed some beautiful sunsets.
Members were again invited to test their artistic skills when ouhlso we saw the cobbled streets and picturesque wooden
own member, Beverley Holt, brought along many of the architecture of Stavanger, the famous mermaid statue in
greetings cards she had made. Beverley enjoys making cardg@apenhagen, the medieval city of Tallinn in Estonia and
a hobby but also runs classes for the U3A. We were told whejjg, opulence of the former Russian regime in St.
we could resource all the necessary components at the most Petersbura. including the imposing Hermitage buildin
economical prices to design our own cards, and then under urg, includi g 'mp ! 9 tage buriding.
Beverl eyds supervision each 'NR&agvWaysangislands, which toogther make undhey e
Christmas Cards. Most went home feeling quite proud of theifity of Stockholm, were the final port of call. Many thanks

achievements! to Philip for his informative commentary.

Cice Johnson
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The Plan!
Is it the plan of a house and garden? No! Is it a plan of action, with plan B and plan C ready if plan
A doesndét work out? No ! Il s it the plan off t£h

The plan | want to draw to your attention is the Methodist Circuit Plan! It lists the places of worship
in circuit and gives the names of those who are planned to lead the worship each Sunday. A new plan
is produced every three months.

Like all plans Circuit plans are made to be used. | know of three ways in which those of us wha
attend church can use-iheutral, negative and positive.

Neutral

| suspect that this is the most common use of the plan. Many people are unaware of its existence and
simply rely on the church notices to find out who is preaching the following Sunday. If you are in a
small circuit you will probably know of the other churches within your circuit. Today, however,
many circuits are merging. In the new Mow Cop, Biddulph & Congleton Circuit there are, at present,
eighteen churches. If you never see a circuit plan you will have very little opportunity to get to know
even the most basic details about your circuit. It is very easy to not even know the names of the other
churches in the circuit. This could lead to people supporting only their own church and having no
interest in knowing about the circuit and its importance to them and to Methodism in general.

Negative
Some people use the plan to decide when they will go to or stay away from church. You see that Mr.
Sam Smith is planned for the morning servijce &

worship you either stay away or go somewhere else. On the other hand you might see that the| Revd
Joanna Jones is preaching in another church in the circuit and because you love her short, punchy,
joke filled sermons you will go to that church rather than your own. This use of the plan goes tg the
opposite extreme of the neutral use. If you use the plan like this you might get to know a small part
of the circuit but will have little sense of loyalty and commitment to your own church.

Positive
The best way to use the plan is as an aid to prayer for the circuit enabling us to pray every day for the
preachers who are leading worship in the circuit on the following Sunday. Preparing for worship in

this way makes us more ready and eager to attend the worship for which we have been praying. This
can have at least three positive benefits

a. It will help those who worship to participate more fully because the public worship will, in
some sense, be a continuation of our own prayer life. Coming prepared through our prayers will also
help to create a more worshipful atmosphere for congregation and preacher.

b. It helps the preachers because we can sense the state of a congregation. Sometimes
unresponsive dull congregations make worship feel that we are ploughing through thick mud. We
then struggle to give of our best and we sometimes wonder why we bother! At other times a
prayerful, attentive congregation will lift us. Then worship feels like being carried along on a
positive flood tide. This allows us to give of our very best and we are encouraged and strengthened
in our vocation and calling.

C. There is another benefit to using the plan. It comes with a Calendar and Directory. The
Calendar informs of special events around the circuit and sometimes wider afield. Attending these

events enables us to feel part of a larger organisation and attend some very powerful united services.
These events can also be part of our prayer life. The Directory is a reminder of all the people who

give of their time and energy to make the circuit function efficiently: church stewards, circuit
stewards, organists, pastoral assistants, preachers, property stewards, treasurers, secretaries and
representatives of various organisations in the circuit. These people should also find space in our
prayer life.

Plea
Please use the plan positively to enhance our worship, to encourage our preachers and volunteers and
to help each one of us face up more effectively to the challenge of witnessing for our faith in Gad and

our willingness to walk the way set before us in Jesus.

leuan Johnston
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ChristianTi Aid
Congratulations again to all o@hristian Aid collectors.
We have recently received a summary of amounts

collected by different churches in Congleton this year. Our

total of £2,486.60 represented 28% of the total of
£8,681.22 for the whole of Congleton and was marginally

more than the sum of the amounts collected by the second food and fellowship.

and third highest coll ecti
Life). Also Gift Aid reclaimed on our amounts added a
further £268, and represented 32% of the Gift Aid total.
Letds not be compl acent.
only to maintain but if possible increase our support for
Christian Aid.

Stitch & Chat

Since September the coffee
lounge at Westwood House
has been a hive of activity on
Monday afternoons. A group

of ladies has been busy doing /
various crafts which have in-

cluded hand quilting, knitting, making needlases, em-
broidery, tapestry, and patchwork.

Some people have been working on projects brought from
home while others have started new activities. Glenice
has been ready with advice and tuition, with some of us
learning hand quilting for the first time, and others have
been introduced to different knitting skilldook out for a
new line in scarves among Trinity ladies!

For the privilege of this enjoyable afternoon we have paid
£2.50 each in aid of the Kitchen Fund. By Christmas we
hope to have raised £300.

There is a warm welcome to any ladies who would like to
come along. 2 pm to 4 pm on Mondays.

Margaret Quine

Trinity Luncheon Club

Following the Christmas Lunch on th& Becember it
will be twelve months since the launch of this venture.

Each month, on the second Wednesday, between thirty
and forty people have gathered in Melson Room for

ng churches (St Johnés an
It is an opportunity to share with others and there are stil

some places available. If you are 75 or over and
[agsqcigted WighnTEnity\wBymet eome alongsagd joinghe
group.

For further information or to become a member please
contact Ann Hargreaves

Footsteps Plus

Footsteps Plus meets on Sunday Mornings during
Worship Time 10 aml1 am to provide Christian
Teaching for all ages.

The young people meet in the Church for the first part of
the Service and then leave and divide into two age grouq
to continue their activities. All the staff are trained and
CRB checked. If you have a young person who might be
interested why not bring them along to try it out.

If you would like further information or an informal chat
contact Ann Hargreaves

An architect, a surgeon and an economist are discussing
the creation.

The surgeon says: "Look, we surgeons are most
important. God’s a surgeon because the first thing h
was to extract Eve from Adam’s rib.”

e did

The architect says: "No, wait a minute, God is an
architect. He made the world in seven days out of chaos.”

The economist smiles: “And who made the chaos?”

One day a postman was greeted by a boy and a huge dog.

The postman said to the boy, "does your dog bite?"
"No," replied the boy.

Just then the huge dog bit the postman.

The man yelled, "l thought your dog doesn't bite!"
"He doesn't," replied the boy, "that's not my dog!"

N

not
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Gawsworth Girls' Brigade Thanks Your Hands
You held my hands when | was afraid, when | was ill
During a special service at Gawsworth church, thanks were when | was weary, when | was bewildered.

expressed to Jillian Longson and her sigtdaw, Beryl

Higgins, for their outstanding service as Girls' Brigade leaders.
Forty-five years ago, Mrs Longson, then a working girl aged
19, was asked by her minister to start a Girls' Brigade | watched your hands work. | wondered at their skill.
company. Ten years later, when she was expecting her secontfou let me venture. You let me go.

child, she asked Mrs Higgins, a former Guide Brown Owl, to Byt touched my shoulder when | needed comfort and
help her out for "just a few weeks". The service was assurance
conducted by the Revd Sheila Bishop and the Chair of the
Manchester and Stockport District, the Revd Dr Keith Davies.
The Girls' Brigade Commissioner, Julia Murdy, presented Mrs
Longson and Mrs Higgins with certificates signed by the

Hoisted on your shoulders | saw the world.
| saw the world, anchored by your steady grip.

And if those hands have changed with the passing
years,

They are still my father's hands

directors of the Girls' Brigade. That touch me with love.
Reprinted from The Methodist Recorder of Oc 29 éYet | am always with you; you hold me by my right
hand.' Psalm 73 v 23

A Happy and a Sad Occasion
Friday 11" to Sunday 13" December

During the second week in December | am
involved with arranging a Flower Festival at
Hassall Road Methodist Church in Alsager.
The festival of Music and Flowers is a

celebration of the life of the church and its v
ministry over the last 175 years, 18320009. 6 \ “

” So off we go again with a Christmas Flower
0 Festival. The theme for the Festival is the
”o "Christmas Journey", a journey of faith. We
< follow the star as we enter the church. We
” see the star in the east and the trumpets
’ herald the birth. We visit the shepherds on
the hillside, and follow the path to the stable

This is a lovely small brick church, but in Bethlehem. The wise men bearing gifts
unfortunately due to falling membership and are also following the star to visit the Christ
congregation they have decided to close. King.

The current minister the Revd Dr Alan A pathway of stars will guide visitors around the
Smithson will lead the 10.30am service on th® 13 church, where they can pause and view the floral

December and the final service in the life of the church will designs which depict the story.
take place that afternoon at 4pm. This will be taken by the
Chair of the District the Revd Peter Barber. Throughout the centuries people have followed the star

of Christian faith. In Alsager people of faith built
Elworth Flower Club, to which I have belonged for over 30  Hassall Road Methodist Church where successive

years, was approached by a member of the church, having  generations have worshipped for 175 years. With deep

Heath last year. This was designed by my friends Bernard  ¢jose, but the faithful will carry forward the Christian
and Irene Preston. Bernard does not profess to be a flower message into the future.

arranger, but he is very good, especially on ideas and

mechanics. During the Festival teas will be served.

| hope some of you will go along to support this event.
For further details please ring me

Dorothy Ramsbottom




Harve © at Trinity

Trinity was a riot of colour for our ORainbowo6 Harvest
to produce a magnificent rainbow.

Congratulations to everyone




Page8 %

More photos from our Harvest

A super display by our flower
arrangers

Philip encouraging bids for a pumpkin
Our Brownie Guides entertaining us.

For further photos go to
www.congletonmethodist.org.uind select
Church News then Trinity Church News

Harvest photos : Robin Quine and Judith Talbot

Dinner Club fi Harvey Thomas with
Revd Keith Jarvis, see story opposite.

The Remembrance Exhibition organised by
Keith Hassall was a tremendous success.
There were visits from several schools, Lady
Ann Winterton, and numerous other visitors.
It also raised the sum of £430 for the Royal
Army Benevolent Fund.

Pictured above are Congleton Town Mayor
ClIr Ernie Clarke and Mrs Joyce Clarke.

For more photos of the exhibition go to
www.congletonmethodist.org.uand select
Church News then Trinity Church News

Photo: John Fower

Children of Romania

Congleton House A see story opposite
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