
Our Ministerôs Letter 

Dear Friends, 

There is nothing more important to write about today than the situation in Haiti.  All else 

pales into insignificance.  That such total devastation should occur at all is shocking; that it 

should happen to one of the poorest countries in the world only amplifies the tragedy. 

The most important gift we can give is the gift of hope.  That will come in many ways.  First 

we must recognize that this crisis will not go away and will be around for a long time.  

Maintaining our focus as Christians will be significant.  Then there is the offer of financial 

support.  Many of you will want to make donations.  If you wish to offer this through the 

Methodist World Mission Fund or through the Methodist Relief and Development Fund 

(MRDF) details can be found further on in The Messenger.  Last and by no means least there 

is the offer of prayer.  The following prayer is commended by MRDF.  Whether you use this 

or another please keep your prayers coming. 

Lord of all compassion, 

We cannot begin to comprehend the depth of suffering and loss in Haiti. 

Yet we know you are there, 

In the rubble and the darkness. 

We recognise that you know each person who has suffered and care for them more 

intimately than a parent, 

We know that you grieve alongside each person in mourning. 

We ask that you will grant those in power your spirit of generosity, that they will 

release resources to those in need. 

We ask that you will give rescue workers your wisdom, so that water, food and supplies 

will arrive quickly.  

We ask that you will give medical professionals your gentleness as they help those who 

are in pain. 

And please give us your love, so that we too may respond in a way that honours you. 

 

In Jesus' name, Amen  

 

 

With best wishes, 

 

TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH      WAGG STREET, CONGLETON  

 Circuit Pastoral Centre, Westwood House, Wagg Street, Congleton, CW12 4BA  Tel:  01260 270899 

 Circuit Website   www.congletonmethodist.org.uk   email: office@congletonmethodist.org.uk 

 Minister:  Revd Philip J Berry ,  111 Ennerdale Drive, Congleton, CW12 4FL 
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Congratulations to 

Dorothy Ramsbottom who was 70 on 21st November  

Gordon Ball who celebrated 50 years of local preaching  on 

29th November 

John Anderson who was 60 on 24th January 

Nellie Bunyan who will be 90 on 1st February 

Colin Stanley who will be 80 on 2nd February 

Alice Weaver who will be 90 on 13th March 

Doug Higgins who will be 90 on 14th March  

Kath and Dan Nichol on the safe arrival of their daughter 

Natasha, a sister for Kiri.  Natasha arrived at 10pm on January 

10th 2010 weighing almost 10lbs (9lbs 15oz).    

Erica & Peter Westwood on their marriage. 

Our daughter Erica was married at Trinity on Dec 12th to Peter 

Westwood and she is the 4th generation to do so.  Erica's mother 

Janet Whitewright (nee Stringer) was married there in 1978, her 

grandmother Megan Stringer (nee Jones) at Wagg St in 1944 

and her great-grandmother Ethel Jones (nee Alcock) in 1918. 

Thanks to Philip for a lovely service.  How lovely the church 

looked with the Christmas trees lit up.  
Janet Whitewright. 

Thanks 

I wish to thank all those kind friends who gave their time on 

Christmas Day to make and deliver a lovely meal to those of us 

who live alone.  It was very much appreciated. 

I always enjoyed coming to church in my younger days and 

miss the choir and company. 

Thank you again and a very Happy New Year to all 

Connie Gaunt 

Letter following our December Gift Service 

Dear Reverend Berry. 

On behalf of the residents and staff, I would like to offer 

yourself and every one at the church, our sincerest thanks for 

your recent donations of Christmas presents. 

Your generosity is very much appreciated and we thank you for 

your interest, and continued support of the work we carry out at 

Elizabeth House. 

Yours sincerely 

Jo Gardiner 

Elizabeth House Coordinator 

 

Baptism 

On 24th January we were delighted to welcome Aidan Tyler 

Kellenberger, son of Gemma & Lee into our fellowship. 
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Prayers 

At the start of this new calendar 

year, please pray for those who are 

grieving, for those who start the 

year looking for work, for those 

facing illness or uncertainty. 

 

We pray for  

Eric & Jeanette Grauss following 

the death of Ericôs mother 

Gordon & Jean Ball and  family and friends of Peter 

Ball whose funeral was on 16th December 

Barbara & John Fryer following the death of Barbaraôs 

father 

The family and friends of Dennis Long whose funeral 

was on 6th January 

Marie and Mark Blunn following the death of Marieôs 

aunt. 

We give thanks for blessings we received last year and 

look forward with hope to a year in which the love of 

God will fill our lives, 

 

Thank you, Lord God, for the gift of a new day. 

Help me to understand the leadings and promptings     

you will give me as the hours pass. 

Keep me from being selfish and greedy                           

in my attitude to others. 

Show me this day new things in unexpected places      

that will enrich my life. 

Teach me the best way to follow you,                           

that others may see in me something of Jesus today. 

In your holy name.  Amen 
 

Steven Wild, Cornwall District Chair 

©2009 Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes 

Can You Help? 

The Wednesday cleaning team need two more willing 

volunteers.  Due to illness, holidays and other 

commitments we are often very depleted.   We start at 

about 9 am and clean for about one and a half hours.  

You even get a free cup of coffee!  If you can help 

please turn up on a Wednesday morning or contact me or 

one of the other members of the team. 

Sheila Thompson 

Dear God 

Thank you for the baby brother, but what I prayed for was a 

puppy.                Joyceôs prayer 



On 1st December over 30 members enjoyed a Christmas meal at 

the Fifth on Fourth restaurant, Clough Hall Technology 

College, Kidsgrove.  On 15th we enjoyed a programme of 

readings/carols/prayers, arranged by members and followed by 

festive fayre. 

 On 19th January our speaker was a representative from Visyon, 

Philippa Duncalf, who gave us an interesting talk which 

updated us on the latest statistics regarding mental health issues 

amongst young people and how the charity is addressing these 

issues.   

Cice Johnson 
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Ladiesô Club News 
For our November get-together we had agreed that each of 

us should bring along a personal favourite we felt weôd 

like to share.  So that you can get an idea of the scope of 

our choices, they are listed below.  Perhaps youôll spot a 

book youôd like to read too.  We had some really lively and 

enjoyable exchanges, so much so that we didnôt notice that 

weôd overrun our expected time by quite a bit.   

So that we donôt get into any kind of rut, we all aim to read 

and talk about the same book next time!  We meet again on 

Wednesday, the 3rd of March, at 7.30 pm, in Westwood 

House.  If you fancy coming along youôll be very welcome  

ï  even if you donôt read the book.  (Itôs all very relaxed 

and informal.)  Weôre usually finished by about 9.30.   

Our choice this time was suggested by Peter Hughes.  Itôs 

óThe Siege of Krishnapurô by J G Farrell, a novel inspired 

by the events of the Indian Mutiny.  Peter has described the 

book as óan eccentric, amusing tale of British 

India which lightly conveys the delusions of empire, the 

fragility of civilisation and the confused, flawed nobility of 

human natureô.  It is 

available from six Cheshire 

Libraries, the closest of 

which are Macclesfield and 

Holmes Chapel.  Itôs also 

available from Amazon from 

less than a fiver. 

In addition to The Siege of Krishnapur the books we 

brought to our November meeting were: 

The Book Thief [Markus Zusak]  ï  A moving and 

compelling story of a nine year old girl who in 1939 was 

taken to live with a foster family in Munich.  Death is the 

narrator! 

A history book can be fascinating especially if the writer 

selects incidents that are not normally written about.  In 

America's Hidden History, Kenneth Davies has brought to 

us six enthralling stories about, for instance, the Pilgrim 

Fathers, George Washington and the Boston Tea Party.   

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas [John Boyne]  ï  The very 

moving story (see footnote) of a carefree, nine year old 

boyôs experiences in Germany during the Second World 

War.  (To say more would reveal too much.) 

The Language Instinct [Steven Pinker]  ï  A fascinating 

and very readable description of the results of scientific 

investigations into how the human mind works, supporting 

the view that we are born equipped to acquire language. 

An Ocean of Air [Gabrielle Walker]  ï  We rarely stop to 

think of the fact that we all live at the bottom of an óoceanô 

of air.  Walker peels back the layers of our atmosphere 

with exuberant stories of the people who uncovered their 

secrets. 

Footnote: As a measure of the impact of this tale, we learned from 

friends who saw the film version of it, that when the film came to an end 

and the credits were rolling up, there was complete silence and nobody 

moved! 

Neil Munro 

Trinity Book Club  

Christian Aid Week 

The dates for this yearôs house-to-house collection are  

9thð15th May 2010  

Please will all collectors please note the dates and let me know 

if you are unable to help this year. 

I should be delighted to receive the names of any new 

volunteers.  Please come and talk to me or ring me on 280066. 

Moira Hagon 

Christian Aid Walk   

Saturday 27th March 2010 

There will again be a sponsored walk for Christian Aid round 

Tittesworth Reservoir.  This is a marvellous social event for 

all ages which raises £50,000 each year. 

Talk to Malcolm Hargreaves or Dennis Wood for more details 

or to request sponsorship forms. 

Lost Property 

I found a ñgoldò earring in Church just before 

Christmas.  Anyone wishing to claim it should 

contact the Church Stewards. 

 
Pam Fower 
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Appeal launched to help thousands struck by devastating Haiti earthquake  

The Methodist Church in Britain launched an emergency appeal for Haiti immediately  after the 

catastrophic earthquake there. 

Revd Marcus Torchon, a Haitian Methodist minister serving in the Liverpool District on an exchange 

programme, said after the quake: ñI am still waiting for news from family members who are missing... ...    

at the end of the day, we have nothing but our faith in God.ò 

Reverend Thomas Quenet, Partnership Coordinator for the Americas and the Caribbean, was finally able 

to establish contact with the Reverend Gesner Paul, MCCA District President, on 21st January, who told 

him that although many churches, manses and mission buildings had been damaged or completely 

destroyed, the church is continuing to minister and care for the people of Haiti.  Reverend Gesner Paul is 

grateful for the prayers, support and solidarity expressed by their partners thus far.  ñPlease come and visit 

us...ò he said, ñ... we will welcome and care for you and what is more, it will be a very important 

expression of your solidarity with us.ò  A delegation of three people, Revd Lesley Griffiths, Revd Thomas 

Quenet and Revd Marcus Torchon, hope to make a solidarity visit to Haiti in late February.  In Port-au-

Prince, the Methodist Church Haiti is caring for a growing number of people and providing food, water 

and medical help where possible.  The aim is to put together as many kits as possible, consisting of basic 

medicines, antibiotics, vitamins, soap, tooth paste, brushes and other items.  Each kit will cost 

approximately £4 and it is hoped to urgently make 10,000 kits available.  An emergency solidarity grant of 

£20,000, sent last week from the World Mission Fund, will be used to fund these types of emergency 

responses.  To date, another £30,000 more has been raised for the Haiti Appeal from the generosity of 

Methodists around the UK, and will be sent shortly to the Church in Haiti. (Haitiôs Methodist church is the 
largest membership district of the Methodist Church in the Caribbean & the Americas with 12,000 

members.) 

Donations to the Methodist World Mission Fund can be made through the Just Giving webpage  

http://www.justgiving.com/Methodist-Church-Haiti-Appeal or by sending a cheque payable to the World 

Mission Fund and posting it to Dave Bennett, Fundraising Coordinator, at Methodist Church House, 25 

Marylebone Road, London, NW1 5JR.  Postal donations should be labelled óHaiti Appealô. 

 

Prayer for the people of Haiti posted on the Methodist Church website 

Meditate on Psalm 104 

Powerful God who causes the power of the universe to create and destroy. 

We thank you for lives spared and miracles that have taken place in the devastated country of Haiti. 

Give us grace to live with the mystery of your power that at times like this leaves us confused, broken and 

shaken. 

We pray for the people of Haiti and ask that you will comfort the grieving and the injured. 

We are humbled by their confidence in you in times of trouble. 

May the embrace of compassion and humanity be a shelter and refuge 

May your word feed and nourish as the world brings relief and rebuilding. 

We pray for the Rev Gesner Paul and the people of the Methodist Church in Haiti. 

We ask that you will strengthen them as they work to bring relief and comfort to our brothers and sisters in 

Christ. 

This day and every day, give us the will to listen to your voice and work together to heal broken lives, 

build destroyed homes and establish justice for all your people. Amen. 

HAITI APPEAL  
Many of you will already have made donations to help the relief effort in Haiti, perhaps through DEC or 

Christian Aid.  As our minister has said in his letter on Page 1, both the Methodist Church and the 

Methodist Relief & Development Fund launched appeals immediately after the disaster.  If you havenôt 

yet made a donation, please consider making it through one of these funds. 

The 

Methodist 

Church 

Fund for 

World 

Mission 

Haitiõs 

Methodist 

church has 

12,000 

members 

http://www.justgiving.com/Methodist-Church-Haiti-Appeal
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Received with thanks cheque for £731.86 for the Matthew 

Rusike Homes Project 

It is such a pleasure to be able to write personally to 

faithful supporters like yourself who do so much to help 

the mission of the Methodist Church in the world.  I 

gratefully acknowledge your cheque and I would like to 

thank you and your church for all the work you put into 

raising these funds for the Matthew Rusike Homes 

Project. 

May God continue to richly bless you. 

He included information regarding the project: 

The Friends of Matthew Rusike Children's Home (the 

Friends) was founded in 1996 mainly to support children 

from Zimbabwe's nearby capital, Harare. 

Funded by government grants, business sponsorship and 

its own fundraising events, the Friends group began by 

raising money simply for Christmas presents and other 

'extras'. 

Through our emergency partner, Action by Churches Together (ACT) International 

donations to our appeal will provide food, water, blankets and tents to thousands of 

people.  The appeal will also fund counselling services and water and sanitation engineers, 

who will construct water purification systems and latrines that will help in the fight 

against cholera and other water-based diseases.  We have already sent £20,000 to ACT to help facilitate this work.  We 

are also channelling funds to the Methodist Church appeal, which is supporting long-term rehabilitation work in the 

country. 

You can donate via MRDF online at http://www.mrdf.org.uk/pages/haiti-earthquake.php,  by phone or  by cheque payable 

to 'MRDF (Haiti emergency)' and post to MRDF, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR 

Now, in a country shattered by political unrest and 

poverty, the children of Matthew Rusike receive no 

financial support from within Zimbabwe.  Paddy Coles, 

Treasurer of the Friends, says that without the charity, 

which now has some 250 members, the home's future 

would be bleak, perhaps non-existent.  It provides up to 80 

per cent of the home's funding. 

"Just £10 can feed a single child in Zimbabwe for a 

month," says Paddy.  Supported by the Friends, the home 

not only feeds its own 140 orphaned and abandoned 

children but is supporting thousands more in childcare 

projects in other communities. 

 

The letter also goes on to quote Paddy as saying that 

ñPrayer draws Friends, children and staff togetherò ...  

 

Our prayers as well as our money draw us close to them. 

HAITI APPEAL  

Our treasurer, Rob Waghorn, has received a letter from David Bennett, Fundraising Co-ordinator for 

The Methodist Church in Britain following our Harvest donation.  The following is an extract: 

Freckles 

An elderly woman and her little grandson, whose face was sprinkled with bright freckles, spent the day at the zoo.  

Lots of children  were queuing to get their cheeks painted by a local artist who was decorating them with tiger paws.  

"You've got so many freckles, there's no place to paint!" a girl in the queue said to the little lad.  

Embarrassed, the little boy dropped his head.  His grandmother  knelt down next to him.  "I love your freckles.  

When I was a little girl I always wanted freckles," she said, while tracing her finger across the child's  cheek.  

"Freckles are beautiful."  

The boy looked up, "Really?"  
"Of course," said the grandmother.  "Why, just name me one thing that's prettier than freckles."  
The little boy thought for a moment, peered intensely into his grandma's face, and softly whispered, "Wrinkles."  

http://www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm
http://www.mrdf.org.uk/pages/haiti-earthquake.php
http://www.praize.com/jokes/kids/page15.html
http://www.praize.com/jokes/kids/page15.html
http://www.praize.com/jokes/kids/page15.html
http://www.praize.com/jokes/kids/page15.html
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Following a delightful Christmas morning family service, we 

welcomed our guests who had come to share Christmas Day 

lunch with each other, guests who would in many cases have 

spent Christmas alone. 

The party started at about 11.30 am and whilst everyone got to 

know each other, Father Christmas paid a surprise visit. 

At 12.15 take out teams were ready with cars warming up to 

drive to all parts of Congleton delivering lunches and presents 

and giving a friendly greeting to everyone.  Then at 12.30 

everyone else sat down in the Nelson Room to enjoy their 

turkey too.  A total of 38 meals were served. 

We were delighted that our Mayor and Mayoress Cllr Ernie 

and Mrs Joyce Clarke were able to join us and stay for the 

whole day.  At one time the organisers were about to send out 

a search party for the Mayor.  He was in fact deep in 

conversation with a lady in her home who was over the moon 

to have had her Christmas lunch delivered by the Mayor. 

Christmas Day at Trinity  

Thank you so much for sending in the money collected, 

£252.00, by your home collecting box branch members.  

We are extremely grateful for the valuable time and effort 

you and your team have donated.  Please pass on our thanks 

to the branch members who assisted you.  Perhaps the best 

way to illustrate what a difference your gift is making would 

be to let you see for yourself, by introducing you to one of 

the children you are helping... 

Saddick's story 

When Saddick was three, he contracted meningitis, which 

left him paralysed.  By the age of nine, the paralysis had 

spread to his throat, preventing him from eating anything 

except protein shakes and water via a tube.  For years, he 

would cry with frustration because no one knew how to 

communicate with him. 

Then a wonderful breakthrough happened, Saddick's teacher 

noticed that he was blinking whenever they asked him 

questions - he was communicating with them in the only 

way he could. 

Saddick now stays at Action for Children Warren Park 

Monday-Friday.  He chooses his protein shake at meal 

times, what clothes to wear and what activities to do.  

He now has control over his life - which means the 

world to him. 

As someone who obviously cares about the welfare of 

vulnerable children, I would like to say a warm thank 

you to you and your team for all the support you have 

given us.  We hope you feel proud of the generous 

contribution you have made to help improve young 

lives. 

Yours sincerely 

Gary Day 

Head of Supporter Care 

 

Please contact Ann if you would like a collecting box. 

Ann Taylor has received the following letter dated 7th January from Action for Children thanking those who 

have collecting boxes for what used to be NCH 

In the afternoon everyone played games or chatted to 

old and new friends before saying their goodbyes and 

going home with a packed tea and some Fairtrade 

goodies. 

It was a lovely day for everyone and it has been agreed 

to make this an annual event. 

So a very Happy New Year to everyone who came 

along, and to all who helped in the many and various 

ways to make the day special.   

Thanks also to everyone who made donations towards 

the expenses of the day.  Thanks to your generosity 

and including £200 from the Town Trust and £100 

from the Town Council, we were able to cover all 

expenses and to have enough to get us started with 

next yearôs Christmas Day Party. 

Avril Waghorn 
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Erica & Peter Westwood signing the 

register on 12 th  December  Gordon Ball surrounded by some of his family 

following worship on 29 th  November when we 

celebrated Gordonõs 50 years as a local preacher 

Photo Doug Gibbons 

Christmas Day at Trinity  

-see story opposite  

 

Photos Steve / Julie Morris  

Please note this is not Moira, but 

one of our guests with Fliss.  

Some of the 

òkitchen staffó 

Pictured left is 

Mayoress Mrs Joyce 

Clarke 


