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Our Mi ni ster 6s Letter
Dear Friends,

It is a part of our DNA as Methodists that we live our lives as disciples of Je ;
Christ, encourage others in their discipleship, and invite others to become
disciples, too. That's why the early Methodists held class meetings and hel g
one another along. To be honest the drum of discipleship is probably not ol
beat very often. If it's part of our DNA then it may look like something of a

recessive gene, but nonetheless it is there, and it is to that that we must loo

I would like to ask for your prayers for all the churches of the Circuit. Thisi k. .
Inside this issue:

likely to be a difficult few months as we pray and plan for the future. The
likelihood is that we must slim down the number of churches and ministers™
have in order to be effective and viable. For some that will be a source of n
rejoicing; for others it will be a time of great uncertainty.

Church Family 2,6,7,8

Ladi esd C3
President 45 .ette

Brownies 6,7

Words like rationalization, restructuring and consolidation do little for the so . . :

. - . . ._ Children of Romani 8.9
think we need to be very positive about all this and ask where God is leadin
| suspect that those churches that desire to tap into their DNA, to rejoice ab How dowe know 1011 _
all else in their calling to be disciples, and who are prepared to find newwa What s C Cowi
joining hands and making new disciples will be best equipped to face the fu Methodist Respons 11
It is a journey of faith that we are on. In spite of all the difficulties | don't see to Haiti
any reason for despair. Quite the contrary. It will be a bumpy ride but we s

get there! MRDF 12
Easter Services 12
With best wishes, Christian Aid Week 13
Flower Rota 13
Diary Dates 14
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Congratulations to Prayers

Please pray for all the churches i
our circuit as we plan for the futu
and | ook again
mission means to us.

Pauline & Doug Gibbonson the safe arrival of their new
grandchild, Hannah, on fMarch, a daughter for Mike &
Lindsey

Tracey Quine & David Jakulis who were married on

o : o Please pray for all our people wi
20" March at Glen Nevis in a mountaineering inn pray peop

are facing a difficult future
Sarah Cheetham and Dominic Robertsvho were married at  Pecause of illness and disability.

Trinity on 21%' March We pray for:
Christopher Conibere and Carrie Bradley who were married Rita and NormanBoothf ol 1 owi ng the dea
on 28" March. mother, Phyllis Winstanley aged 9@n 11" February
. . o . The family and friends dBrenda Greenwho died on
Jutlr:e & Steve Morris who celebrate their Silver Wedding on 16" February.Br e n d a 6 s Gebrgess b ormer
247 May. member of our Retired Menos

All those shy people who have celebrated their big birthdays Park Lane Nursing Home.

quietly, and those sensitive people who have celebrated their David and Jenny Smithand family following the death

big birthdays in some style but would preferus nottoknow of Da v i dHilda Smith tviro evas for many years
how young they are! a member at Trinity. Her funeral was at Trinity or'26

March.
Thanks Mark & Marie Blunn and family following the death of

Thanks to everyone at Trinity for the good wishes for My 90 Mar k6s f &Macer on 14
Birthday and also for the daffodils received from the Motherin Pray for the leaders of the Methodist Church in Chile,

Sunday service. that God may grant them the wisdom they need to bes

Mrs. Alice Weaver meet the needs of Methodists in Chile and the wider

I would like to thank Trinity Church family for making my 90

birthday celebrations extra special.

Thank you for the birthday cards and good wishes. Thank yo this distressing time.

for the special desert gateau with 9 candles made by Ann ant
Malcolm at the Trinity Luncheon Club, and for the birthday
cake presented by Keith Hassall at the Retired Men's Group, Thank you Lord God, for the gift of a new day.
which I had the honour of cutting, recorded on camera by Ket
Curley, see page 7.

A Prayer for each Morning

Help me to understand the leadings and promptings

The climax in Church on Sunday morning, followed by a mea you will give me as the hours pass.

—

Chilean community. Pray for all those who mourn their
loved ones, that the Holy Spirit may comfort them duripng

with my family, has given me very great pleasure. Thanks to Keep me from being selfish and greedy in my attitude; to
everyone. others.
Doug. Higgins Show me this day new things in unexpected places that

will enrich my life.
A big thank you to all who helped with our Fairtrade events.

£160.00 has been sent to Traidcraft Exchange from the Big
Brew & Bake meal on Friday #6ebruary , and a further £15
from the Big Brew after Sunday morning worship.

Teach me the best way to follow you,

In your holy name. Amen
Steven Wild, Cornwall District Chafrom Meth. Prayer Handbook
The Big Brew event in Congleton Library on Saturda¥) 27 ©2009 Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes
February was superbly supported by Trinity people, raising a A Prayer for Albania
gross total of £300. However the biggest thank you is for
helping raise awareness of the need for Fairtrade, and for all
personal decisions taken to swap your ordinary stuff for
Fairtrade stuff.

O God, in your great mercy, bring healing to Albania, a
land which struggles with so many issues: poverty,
smuggling, drugs and guns, the plight of the Roma
people, the overwhelming discrimination against wome
Many thanks and the trafficking of women and children. Bring them
Judith Talbot the justice, peace and healing they so long for. Amen

Sylvia Ash, aid worker, Albaniafrom Methodist Prayer Handbook

Letos celebrate that 12 churches | ©2009 Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes

churches.

that others may see in me something of Jesus today,

n
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Ladi esd Club News

2" February decided to go into social work. He began work as a

The Ladiesd Club joined for %’%ht'at\r/'v‘]fig?c'ﬁ"l "S"%'?.err %”%L*%{Ehe g heegred e
annual coffee evening and funaising event for which the irector o soclal services In Luton.

guest speaker was Sheila Scragg from Sandbach, a committeenci dent al I 'y, Ral phods wi f
member of the District Network team. in Bedford where the late Brian Smith (former local

. . preacher and Trinity member) was headmaster. They §
Sheila spoke about the challenge of the Inca Trail Trek to . LT
Machu Picchu, which she and a colleague had undertaken Iasftmamtam contact with his wife Beryl as do many people

year in order to raise funds for charity. Starting from Cusco, fom Trinity.
Peru, the trail climbs to a height of 4000 metres on the way to2" March

the sacred Inca settlement, and takes 4 days to complete.  \ye welcomed two Congleton Church of England

Having previously cycled across India and prior to goingto me mber s, Joan Proctor fra
Peru, having walked the Sandstone Trail and climbed Snowddho ul dswor t h from St Johnd

the two thought they would be well prepared for this latest They came to speak to us about the Uganda Learn 4 Li
venture. However, adjusting to the altitude and the varying charity, which was founded in 2006 by a group of

temperatures throughout the 26 mile trek did present pmb'em%ongleton people. Peter is a Trustee and Joan a comn
to say nothing of the primitive toilet facilities and sleeping member of the organisation.

under canvas on very rough terrain. ) . o
Joan showed slides taken during one of her visits to

Sporting a Machu Poeenthére doheat ygahdh whith débictéd the povefty and primitive
that, gotthe Tshid and wi th rucksack @ftioRsdrtwhich the Pebdlelivdd. DEPItE this, fidte
on the magnificence of the mountain scenery, the sub tropical,y,5 5 willingness to learn, and the strong Christian faith
jungle, humming birds and numerous species of orchids. the people was very evident and in fact, humbling.

After the 4 arduous days they reached their destination and  peter then told us about the work of the charity which
witnessed the spectacle of dawn breaking over the whole supports the 6Christ the
region. They returned to Cusco by train to the delights of a  Ngkaseke.

shower and clean clothing. Before returning home they enjoyed o

the experience of a sail on Lake Titicaca, also a sacred place fdt€ Uganda Gospel Rehabilitation Centre nearby was

the Inca civilization. founded by a Ugandan pastor in 1987, after the civil wa
) ) The centre is an orphanage and primary school only.
Through her endeavour, Sheila raised £2000 for the Secondary education is only available for those with
Haemophilia Society, her husband being a sufferer. enough disposable income. An anonymous Congleton
16" February donor gave enough money to purchase a dilapidated

secondary school about 7 miles away, and the charity
started in order to rebuild the school to enable all the se
school age orphans from the Rehabilitation Centre, and

Our guest was Ralph Kilby, a native of Bedfordshire, but now
living in Loggerheads.

Sadly, his father had died before Ralph was born and he also other less well off children from 12 surrounding
recalled the early years of his life living with an abusive villages, to attend.
stepfather. Fortunately, h 'Dﬁrindotl”f‘etfirgtﬁg/]egré, sugpror%r% Haeeag{ve% r(%vterS

and he was taken to live in Langford in rural Bedfordshire. He, . ; ) .
remembered with affection the happy days of his childhood an@fﬁ(’)%?o which was invested in the infrastructure of the

the love of his grandparents, who were Methodists. provide grants allowing the school to support more

Ral ph was taken to Sunday S ofpmaeslandingedytchidendays of 6St a
Sunday School Outings and annual Prize Giving, times many %th March

us also remember too well!
s . . . Thanks to all the other church and circuit members wha
He spoke about life in general, as a boy growing up in this areg,

which included the war years. He remembered the doodle buh,
searchlights, evacuees from London, air raid shelters, wound
soldiers travelling through the village, the Home Guard, and o
course Ration Books. The varied programme of marches and songs was muc

He was awarded a scholarship to Bedford School and, at the f@reciated and a retiring collection raised £170 for the
of 14, was persuaded by his then girl friend to accompany herwgrk of the Salvation ArmyMany thanks to all the
a prayer/fellowship meeting at church. This meeting had a  contributors.

'm the Tunstall Salvation Army, under the guidance o
uart Gadsden.

profound effect, as at 16 he went on 6énoted and at 1
preached his first sermon. He has now been a local preacher for
56 years. Cice Johnson

Originally he had intended to candidate for the ministry, but

The emphasis over the next few years will be to
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A Pastoral Letter to the Methodist People from the President and
Vice-President of the Conference and the General Secretary

(following the address of the President and Miresident to the General Synod of the Church of England
on 11" February 2010)

And are we yet alive? Our answer, despite somewe believe that God has a role for us in this

recent press speculation to the contrary, is a mission, and we are increasingly embracing it. We
Arewe resounding fiYes! o We havée 8660t Lchabrsr i bndgesd 6nfiel nib e r
yetaliyep N variousways through our complementary that number has been decreasing because of the
' roles. As President and Vié&resident we have  ageprofile of our members. But more churches
represented the care, oversight, authority and  are making more members each year; a quarter of
support of the Conference as we have visited our churches are growing; the numbers
local churches and situations in different parts of worshipping with us on Sundays and, increasingly
the connexion. We have seen the Methodist  mjig.week is rising; fresh expressions are starting
people being faithful and the Spirit at work in {5 flourish; we have regular contact with over
them and t_hrough them. We mentioned some  gpp, 000 people; and we are part of a growing
examples in our address to the_GeneraI Synod. world-wide Methodist communion of over 70
As General Secretary, Martyn is responsible for yilion. There is a growing setfonfidence
leading _the development of the mission of the amongst us accompanied by an appropriate
Methodist Church. He too has seen evidence of ,mjjity ahout ourselves, and a releasing of energy
energy being released amongst us. for mission.
We are all convinced that God is not finished But we are not the whole of the church. and we
We are with the people called Methodist yet. We began ¢annot do it all by ourselves. So we have voted
as a discipleship movement within the wider consistently over the years for unity schemes that
part of a church, a society of people seeking holinessand 5 v & (e 5 | gned increase t

growing engaging in worship angderssinmhlsion. Tllnsﬂs n¥% ﬁelatﬁ Wich B
world - time and through succeeding generations we ;¢ 5 desire to be obedient and a willingness to be
. have continually adapted to circumstances 10 yansformed. We can countenance ceasing to

wide fulfil that calling as effectively as possible. Itis qyict as a separate Church because we know that

Methodist ~still Our Calling today. And mission has never e vy still be the Methodist people within a
been more needed than it is now. We live in a

communion —opg ravaged by war and poverty, and torn wider Church.
of over apart by questions of how we care for the As our major statement on the nature_ and m_is_sion
70 million natural environment and the morality of of the Churc.h.CaIIed to Love and Praise put it in
financial systems. We live in a world where 1 9 9 t@e Baitish Methodist Church may cease to
people need to hear the word of God in a exist as a separate Church entity during the twenty
language they can understand, where they need first century, if continuing progress towards
to see the love of God through people like us Christian unity is madeo.
and experience it as good news for themselves. contribute some of the riches of its own distinctive
We live in a world where not enough people are history and mission to any future church. We
being attracted and formed into disciples of know from that history that we can be the
Jesus Christ, responding to the promptings of ~ Methodist people either in our own separate church
G : the Spirit. or in some wider expression of the universal
rowing Responding to situations like this, allowing God Cthh' Helping to create a yvider expr(_essi_on of the
self - universal church and becoming part of it will

) to transform us so that we can be most
confidence  effective in doing so, supporting each other in
..a that through our interconnections, is what
Methodism has always been about. We best

require not just us but other churches to be
prepared to move forward together and to leave
some things behind in the process for the sake of

releasing the Kingdom. So it is not a question of Methodists
honour those who have gone before us by : ;
of ener ; ; . ; being submerged or absorbed in the Church of
ay doing the equivalent in our time and our land f h :
f circumstances of what they did in theirs. Itis England or any ofour other partners. It IS nota
or our DNA as a people to be a aroun of di'sci les matter of Methodists returning to the Anglican
mission peop group P fold, but of seeing whether together we are

who are committed to glorifying God in

worship, to holiness and to being obedient an
active in mission. We are therefore delighted
to see an increasing interest in and commitment

to discipleship amongst us.

d prepared to become a énew
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A Pastoral

This is not just true of our relationship with the
Church of England. We have also signed a
Covenant with other churches in Wales, and
recently a partnership with other churches in
Scotland. We have many local partnerships with
other churches, the United Reformed Church in
particular. And we are all part of wider
denominational groupings. For example, the
world-wide Methodist communion is over 70
million strong and the world wide Anglican
communion about 78 million. Both are faced with
questions of how they cohere in theé'2&ntury,

and how they deal with situations where there are
competing and even contradictory convictions
within them. In addressing these we have a lot to
share with each other.

When we addressed the General Synod it was only
the second time that the President of the
Conference had done so; the first since the
Covenant between the Methodist Church and the
Church of England was signed in the presence of
Her Majesty the Queen in 2003; and, importantly,
the first time the VicePresident and the President
had been invited to address the Synod together.
What we were saying to the General Synod was
that Methodists have always been committed to
unity in order to create greater effectiveness in
worship and mission. We said that thinking like
this comes naturally from our spirituality. We
approach our Covenant with the Church of
England in the light of the Covenant Service in
our Worship Book which we pray each year. We
were gently but urgently asking the General Synod
whether the Church of England was prepared to
make the same commitment and allow itself to be
transformed for the sake of the gospel. And what
we say to the Church of England we say to our
other partners.

So what happens if other churches are not
prepared to be changed in order to become more
effective in mission with us? Rather than being
groups of Methodist people in a new and wider
church, we shall continue as a Methodist people in

Letter continued

a separate Methodist Church faithfully trusting
in Godds continuing |
do that, and we currently do. But even as a
separate church we shall have to continue with
our commitment to coperate with others in
mission wherever possible and to whatever
extent it is possible.

Whether ceoperating with others or allowing a
wider expression of the universal church to
come into existence will require a lot of
working together in mission locally. Doing that
will throw up some obstacles that will have to
be removed and some issues that will have to
be resolved if mission is not to be hampered.
Some of those include matters of
interchangeability of ministries, common
decisionmaking structures, the role of women
in the church, and how oversight is embodied.
Much work has been done on these and some
people will have to be asked to keep working at
them on our behalf. When we signed the
Covenant we committed ourselves to working
to remove any obstacles to visible communion
so far as our relationship with the Church of
England is concerned. Any solutions will have
to be agreed by all of us in due course and by
due procedure. But in the interim we must all
keep striving to engage as effectively as
possible in worship and mission.

We have found the Methodist people in good
heart, and an increasing sense of the energy of
Godds | ove being rele
a people of one book, the Bible. We allow the
gospel to both comfort and challenge us. We
let the love of God both confirm and transform
us in the body of Christ through the Spirit.

We are yet alive. We shall be alive in the
future in whatever form God wills. God has
not finished with us yet!

The Revd David Gamble

President of the Conference

Dr Richard M Vautrey

VicePresident of the Conference

The Revd Dr Martyn D Atkins

General Secretary
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The Difference

| got up early one morning
and rushed right into the day;
| had so much to accomplish
that | didnot
Problems just tumbled about me,
and heavier came each task.

have tim

| wanted to see joy and beauty,
but the day toiled on, grey and bleak.
I wondered why God

| woke up early this morning,

and paused before entering the day,
| had so much to accomplish
that | had to take time to pray.

Author unknown
Submitted by Lily Rowbotham

The proposal to give Bibles to couples getting
married reminds me of
an incident during my
National Service in
S Germany. One day
went to tea with a
German colleague at
his home in Hildesheim. He went to his
bookshelf and showed me two books that he ant
his wife received on their wedding day during
WW II. One was from the priest: the Bible. The
other was from the mayor: Mein Kampf!

=

Richard Gowing

me?()plaly' wonder ed.

di dnodot
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The Organist

The minister was preoccupied with thoughts of how,
after the service, he was going to ask the congregation
to come up with more money than they were expecting
for repairs to the church building.

€ Theefokk hedwhs annoyed to find that the regular
organist was sick and a substitute had been brought in
the last minute. The substitute wanted to know what to

AWhy doesndt God help _
He answered, fAYou didnotNR&Ke®s a copy of the sefrvi
i mpatientl y. i But you'| I

play after | make the announcement about the finances."

During the service, the minister paused and said,

A B Yn8fs and sisters, we
He said ABut you didno0t r&pgir kostfvice as much as we expected; and we need
I tried to come into God06f,000 mae ényofyou who can pledge £100 or
| used all my keys at the lock. more, please stand up.o
God gently and lovingly chided, At that moment, the substitute organist played the
AMy child, you didnot k ngtiena aghem.

And that is how the substitute became the regular
organist!

Brownies were on song for
pets in need of charity

The T Congleton Trinity Methodist Brownies, along
with their leaders and parents, took to the streets in
December to entertain shoppers outside Tesco by
singing carols and other Christmas songs.

The group subsequently presented Stoke PDSA vet Kate
Hill with a cheque for £92.95.

The Brownies have been finding out about the work
PDSA does caring for the sick and injured pets of
people in need as part of their "friend to animals" badd
and decided to raise funds to help the charity continue
its work.

Mrs Hill said: "On behalf of PDSA, a big thank you to
the £' Congleton Trinity Methodist Brownies for
braving the cold and taking time out from their
Christmas preparations to raise funds for poorly pets in
the local area. I'd especially like to thank all the

D

The two teams of ASwi mat ho
reached new levels of exhaustion this year. Our Brownies
were determinedupgoo bamd wih
amount of collusion from the organisers, who | feel sure

managed to mix up the team names, the Brownies, at leas
paper, came out a few lengths to the good at 195 lengths.

Begrudging congratulations from our minister and the othe
adult swimmers.

Sponsorship is still being collectédhanks for your support!

n Brownigs, ipaders agd parents gat oekipaytiand,yof
course, the busy Christmas shoppers who made

te hOGNGrousd domatians.'n

Stoke PDSA PetAid hospital provides over 49,000

t O%reatments every year for local pets at a cost of over

£870,000. PDSA is funded entirely by charitable

¢ donations and voluntary contributions and receives no

government or lottery funding for its PetAid services.

Vicki Gilman

ar
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Tracey Quine and David Jakulis were married on a
Sarah Cheetham and Dominic Roberts hillside at Glen Nevis on 20 " March. Pictured also are
were married at Trinity on 21 " March Robin & Margaret Quine &

Photo: Doug Gibbons

Trinity Retired Mends Group.

Over the last weeks two members
of the Retired Menb6s Group have
celebrated special birthdays, Colin
Stanley 80 and Doug Higgins 90 and
we enjoyed the fellowship with
them.

Thewell-supported Mends Group
meets on a Thursday morning 10am
till 11.30am. Anyone interested in
joining us please contact Keith
Hassall Tel No. 01260 278932 for
details.

Photos Ken Curley

Trinity Brownies
carol -singing
outside Tesco -see
story on page 6.




