
Our Ministerôs Letter 

Dear Friends, 

The season of Pentecost approaches (or, by the time you read this, it may already 

have passed).  If you find yourself rather bewildered about this most enigmatic of 

Christian festivals let me reassure you that you are not alone.  People find it 

relatively easy to get their heads around Christmas (the birth of Jesus), or even 

Easter (the resurrection of Jesus), but Pentecost (the birth of the church through the 

gift of the Spirit) - it all seems, well... rather spiritual.  And that's often a churchy 

way of saying it's as clear as fog. 

But have you ever been in the queue ready to pay for everything you have bought 

and then discovered you had not got any money with you?  You explain to the shop 

assistant you need to put everything aside, then you rush home to look for the 

wallet.  To your horror you discover it is not where you thought it must be, and the 

only conclusion you can come to you is that it is lost or stolen.  You immediately 

ring the police, the bank and the credit card companies, cancelling the cards.  Your 

wife comes home, asks you if you have checked all your pockets and you tell her, 

knowingly, that of course you have.  She insists you have another look and 

begrudgingly you go through the motions of searching your jacket only to discover 

that it is there after all! 

Pentecost is a celebration of the God who is with us all the time, but we didn't know 

it!  Jesus, we say, was filled with the Spirit, which meant that he knew exactly what 

resources he had and where they were.  The Spirit of God is rather like a good wife.  

He points you in the right direction, makes you realise where your resources (God) 

lie, and leads you to them.  And if, perchance, you thought you had God safely in 

your back pocket, but begin to see him afresh and more in the light of Jesus, then 

you have probably already begun to experience Pentecost, too. 

Confused or not, welcome the Spirit, and enjoy the season. 

With best wishes, 
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Congratulations to 

Colin Stanley who has been with Trinity Amateur Operatic 

Society for more than 60 years.  To celebrate this event, he has 

received a ó60 Years Diamond Barô award from NODA (the 

National Operatic and Dramatic Association) for Dedicated 

Service to Amateur Theatre.  Congratulations from all at the 

society. See photo on page 7. 

Andrew Quine and Sarah Lammas as they celebrate their 

marriage on 5th June at St Mary Magdalene Church, Barwick, 

Somerset. 

Gerald Stevens who will be 80 on 17th June. 

Steven Brindley who will be 60 on 29th July.  

Thanks  

Ron and Isabel Stanley would like to thank all members and 

friends at Trinity for their concern, and for the valuable help 

given to Isabel during Ronôs recent stay in hospital. 

Sheila and Richard Thompson would like to thank everyone 

for their love and prayers following their accident.  God bless. 

Baptisms 

We celebrate the baptism of and welcome into our fellowship:  

Chloe Elizabeth, daughter of Diane and Justin Martin, who 

was baptised on 9th May, and  

Deborah Stokes who was baptised at a special service on the 

same day. 
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Prayers 
Please pray for all the churches in 

our circuit as we continue to plan 

for the future and look again at 

what Godôs mission means to us. 

Please pray for our ministers and 

members of the Circuit and church 

leadership teams, as they wrestle 

with the issues. 

We pray for: 

Jack Young and his family and friends following the 

death of Betty who died on 26th March and whose funeral 

was on 7th April.   

The family and friends of Gertie Gibson whose funeral 

was on 11th May. 

 

Loving God, You make us your people.  Enable our 

community that we may laugh and cry together, dance 

and sing together, eat and be still together.  Challenge us 

to fight for justice and peace, and inspire us to live 

graciously with each other and audaciously for Christ in 

Your world.  Amen.  

Taken from last yearôs district prayer handbook 

 

Lord, why is it that some people who have nothing can 

act as if they have everything? 

I would like some of that unbridled joy. 

I thank you for those whose joyfulness makes me glad to 

be alive. 

I thank you for Jesusô joy in you. 

Lord, Iôm catching it; help me to spread it.  Amen. 

From letters to a living church 2 

 

Living God 

Your voice is not silent 

Your arms are not folded 

You address all nations 

And you hold out your arms to them and to us in 

welcome. 
 

As we worship you each day 

Fill us with a strong sense of your presence. 

Help us to see you as you are, so that we are  

moved as you are with compassion 

alongside the victims of our society 

angered by human intolerance and selfishness 

inspired to work for peace and reconciliation. 
 

Then may we dare to call ourselves Christian. 

Amen 

Letters to a Living Church 

Philip has been producing some weekly letters for all the 

churches in the Circuit.  The aim is to offer some 

encouragement and focus as we work through some difficult 

decisions and changes in the Circuit.  We will almost certainly 

have to lose a Minister from September 2011 and we are 

hoping that all our churches will discern where God is leading 

them.  For some this may involve coming together; for all it 

will mean significant changes and a sharpening of our sense of 

mission.  If you wish to read back copies of these letters there 

are some on the rack in the church foyer or they can be seen 

on the Circuit website:  www.congletonmethodist.org.uk on 

the óNews ô page. 

Philip Berry 

http://www.congletonmethodist.org.uk


30th March 

The Holy Week meeting, arranged by members, consisted of a 

programme of Easter readings, meditations, prayers and hymns 

followed by a hot cross bun supper. 

13th April  

The life and works of former local naturalistic artist, Charles 

Frederick Tunnicliffe was on the agenda, courtesy of Ray 

Lowe.  Ray enjoys painting himself, hence his interest in the 

artist. 

Tunnicliffe was born in Langley in 1901, but moved with his 

family to Sutton Lane Ends Farm in 1904.  It was the 

headmaster at Sutton Village School who recognised his talent 

and helped in securing a place at the Macclesfield College of 

Art.  He continued his studies at the Manchester College of Art 

before gaining a scholarship to the prestigious Royal College of 

Art in London.  After obtaining his teaching diploma, he was 

offered a scholarship in the collegeôs new Etching & Engraving 

School.  It was at this time that he produced many of his finest 

etchings of the Cheshire countryside, farm animals and birds, 

with which he was so familiar. 

In 1928 he returned to Cheshire, and with his wife, set up home 

in Hurdsfield.  While his wife pursued her teaching career, 

Tunnicliffe earned a living through his etchings and commercial 

paintings for manufacturers of cattle food, fertilisers and 

veterinary products. 

When Henry Williamsonôs óTarka the Otterô was published, 

Tunnicliffe offered himself as a prospective illustrator and did 

illustrate a subsequent edition.  He then went on to illustrate 

further books for Williamson and other authors followed.  

These included Alison Uttley, H E Bates, Ernest Hemingway 

and many in the óLadybirdô series.  He also published many 

books of his own including óMereside Chronicleô in 1948, based 

in Cheshire.   

In 1947 he moved to Anglesey and lived at óShorelandsô on the 

Malltraeth estuary, a haven for wild life and particularly birds; 

in fact an abundance of subject matter for his painting and 

etching.  His much acclaimed book, Shorelands Summer Diary, 

was published in 1952. 

He worked closely with the RSPB, producing illustrations for 

their literature, took many commissions in both oil and water-

colour and exhibited regularly at the Royal Academy.  

After his death in 1979, Anglesey Borough Council secured 

much of his unsold work, and a purpose built gallery now 

houses this collection. 

The West Park Museum in Macclesfield has for many years 

housed a collection of Tunnicliffeôs etchings and oil paintings, 

but in 1996 when the museum was refurbished, a substantial 

gift of material enhanced the collection which is now exhibited. 

27th April  

Courtesy of former Trinity member, Celia Lea, and by means of 

a slide show with commentary, we were taken on a guided tour 

of the óVillages of Cheshire,ô from the Wirral to the Derbyshire 

border. 
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Ladiesô Club News 
This was a delightful journey reminding us of the rich 

heritage, traditions and beauty that Cheshire has to offer. 

Many places shown were formerly estate villages built to 

house the estate employees, including Eccleston on the 

Duke of Westminsterôs estate and Little Budworth on the 

Egerton estate where the former Lodge Gate now provides 

an entrance to Oulton Park.  Great Budworth was built for 

the employees on the Arley estate.  

Daresbury was the home of Lewis Carroll, and the 

characters from Alice in Wonderland are depicted in one of 

the stained glass windows in the church. 

Bostock is home to the oak tree which reputedly stands 

right in the centre of the county, and Lower Peover Hall 

was the venue for deliberations between Eisenhower and 

General Patten during the 2nd World War. 

Nearer to home, Marton church is the oldest timber framed 

church in Europe and the steeple on Astbury church was 

erected 100 years after the church itself was built. 

Methodist heritage also featured with visits to Englesea 

Brook and Mow Cop.  The folly at Mow Cop (on the 

border of Cheshire & Staffordshire) was built in 1754 by 

men from the Rode Hall estate. 

At least 30 villages were featured and the tour ended at 

Forest Chapel, 1300 ft above sea level on the Derbyshire 

border. 

11th May 

Many thanks to our friend Doug Gibbons who stepped in 

at the very last minute.  Doug shared with us his own 

selection of óDesert Island Discsô, explaining the 

significance of each of the eight items chosen from his vast 

collection of music. 

In his youth Doug loved to listen to trad jazz, hence the 

reason for his first selection óBad Penny Bluesô played by 

Humphrey Lyttelton and his band in the 1950s.  This was 

the first jazz recording to reach the top twenty. 

Secondly, Dougôs love of the rhythm and beat of African 

music was reflected in óThe Click Songô recorded by 

Miriam Makeba an internationally renowned South 

African artist and civil rights campaigner. 

óBridge over troubled watersô by Simon & Garfunkel 

followed.  The poignant words of this song reminded Doug 

of the many long hours spent between business meetings 

on his frequent visits to the former USSR in the 1980s.  He 

used it as the theme for a Womenôs Work conference he 

arranged. 

Fourth on the play list was Vanessa Maeôs óReunification 

Overtureô, also known as the óHappy Valley Overtureô.  

Doug and family spent several years living in Hong Kong 

in the 1970s and Doug made frequent business trips to 

China.  This item was premiered at the reunification 

ceremony between China and Hong Kong in 1997. 

continued on page 4 
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As you may know I am training to be a Local 

Preacher.  My local preachersô course is through 

Chester University, rather than through the usual 

Methodist training route, so it caters for a range 

of denominations, allowing me to meet and 

share with people from a variety of 

backgrounds.  As part of my course, I ran a four 

week reflection group in Trinity on ñSharing the 

Peaceò.  Philip and I had agreed on the topic as 

one in which there is a wide range of views.   

 

When I asked for participants to be in my 

reflection group, eight willing people soon 

readily agreed.  Within Trinity there is a lot of 

respect for each otherôs views and, over the four 

weeks, this was very much in evidence within 

the group.   

We began by exploring our own experiences of 

Sharing the Peace and already we realised that 

we had very different outlooks.  Right from this 

initial meeting, the group carefully listened to 

each other and created an atmosphere in which 

members felt able to share.  The second week 

got down to detail as we discovered that the 

Sharing of the Peace was there from the 

beginning of the faith, died out in the Middle 

Ages, but came into Methodist liturgy in 1975. 

We looked at how the peace signifies an act of 

reconciliation (Matthew 5:23 ï ñwhen you bring 

your gift to the altar, first go and be reconciledò) 

Ladiesô Club News continued 

and we also looked at the significance of shaking 

hands in more ordinary settings.  Our third week 

consisted of a reflection on the meaning of Christôs 

peace and we discovered different aspects, 

including some that are very challenging.  Finally, 

in our fourth week we tried to work out if there 

were any suggestions our group could bring to the 

way in which we share the peace in Trinity. 

We felt that, if we are to share the peace 

comfortably together, it is essential that we 

recognise and accept that we are all different.  

Some people love the spontaneity of the way in 

which we greet one other and we have no wish to 

change this for them.  But others have difficulty 

with this and, just as we had seen that Christôs 

peace can have many aspects, we recognised that 

some people may need to share the peace in a way 

that is more comfortable for them.  This could 

include sitting quietly during the sharing of the 

peace.  This should not be seen as óopting outô but 

rather óopting inô to their own way as they spend 

time in reflection.  We also talked about a variety 

of ways in which we could use music to help 

bridge the gap between sharing the peace and 

continuing with the communion service. 

Any helpful, constructive suggestions on how we 

manage the Sharing of the Peace will be very 

welcome and you should have a word with either 

Philip or me. 

Sylvia Harrison 

One of Dougôs favourite female artists is Eva Cassidy, The clarity of her voice singing óOver the Rainbowô 

was delightful to hear. 

On to number six and the 10,000 male voices rendition of óEli Jenkinôs Prayerô recorded at Cardiff Arms 

Park.  No prizes for guessing why this was on the list! 

When Trinity was fund raising to purchase Westwood House from the circuit, one of the many events 

organised was a visit by The Grange School Choir from Hartford, Northwich.  (Fiona Morris was a 

member of the choir.)  Doug purchased their CD as he was much inspired by their rendition of the song 

óInscription of Hopeô which was written using the words inscribed on the walls of a cellar in Cologne, 

Germany, by Jewish victims of the Holocaust.  This was selection number seven. 

Finally it was a delight to listen to the Watoto Childrenôs Choir from Uganda who visited Congleton in 

2002.  Consisting of members of an orphanage, the choir tours internationally bringing a ómessage of 

hopeô.  Their recording of óCast your burdensô, was voted No. 1 when the Ladiesô Club members were 

asked to vote!    

Cice Johnson 

Reflection on Sharing the Peace 
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Methodist Central Hall, Westminster 

United Nations 

One of the most significant events to have been hosted there 

was the 1946 inaugural meeting of the General Assembly of 

the United Nations.  Prime Minister Clement Attlee 

welcomed delegates from all over the globe to Central Hall 

where 51 member countries took part.  The United Nations 

Organisation returned to Methodist Central Hall in 1996 as 

part of their 50th Anniversary celebrations. 

World War 2  

Despite its prominent Westminster location, Methodist 

Central Hall was barely damaged during the events of World 

War II.  The basement area (now the cafe area) became the 

largest air raid shelter in England, housing hundreds of 

people every night for the duration of the war. 

And now 

Central Hall Westminster is centrally located across the road 

from Westminster Abbey and the Houses of Parliament.  

Within its walls operate a Methodist church, a conference 

and exhibition centre, a concert hall, an art gallery, serviced 

offices, a tourist attraction and a public café.  Free guided 

tours are available daily and there are brilliant photo 

opportunities of London from the Dome.   

On the 3rd and 4th floors, in addition to the ministerial offices 

for church use, there is a notable body of permanent lettings 

to charity-based organisations.  Christian Aid has its London 

District Offices there, so too World Vision.  The Christian 

Socialist Movement and the London Churchesô Group for 

Social Action also have office accommodation.  The London 

Committee offices have remained and the Methodist London 

District has a base at Central Hall.   

 

What a sacrifice our forebears made in donating a guinea 

each, a not inconsiderable sum.  And what a leap forward 

they achieved in not only building Methodist Central Hall, 

but other halls and churches and childrenôs homes around 

the country.  The hall is totally self-financing and seems to 

me to be an important flagship for Methodism.  Given that 

our Methodist Church has cut central costs by 30% in the 

last couple of years, it seems nonsensical to propose selling 

Central Hall just to provide funds in order to delay the 

closure of provincial churches which canôt afford to support 

themselves!  I wonder what the Methodists of Congleton in 

1898 would have had to say?          
Dennis Wood 

The hall was opened in 1912 

Methodist Central Hall Westminster was opened in 1912 as a 

monument to mark the centenary of John Wesley's death  

Formerly a Royal Aquarium / music hall  

The site was formerly occupied by the Royal Aquarium 

(primarily a music hall), which was purchased by money 

raised through a huge Methodist fund raising venture. 

The Million Guinea Fund  

The 'Wesleyan Methodist Twentieth Century Fund' (or the 

'Million Guinea Fund' as it came to be known) opened in 

1898 with the aim of raising a million guineas from a million 

Methodists to help facilitate a great push forward of 

Methodism.  This fund closed in 1904 with just over a 

million guineas, a quarter of which was allocated to the 

design and construction of this centenary building.  The 

remaining funds were invested in new Chapels, foreign and 

home missions, education, soldier's and sailor's homes, 

temperance work and children's homes. 

Non-church design  

The design for this 'monumental building of Methodism' was 

chosen from 132 entries in an anonymous architectural 

competition.  The rules of the competition stated that the 

design had to be non-Gothic and the general philosophy of 

the Methodist movement was that buildings were not to 

resemble churches.  The intention was to create non 

intimidating but welcoming buildings so that people who had 

no connections with the Christian church would feel 

comfortable and able to enter them.  

The winning design is in keeping with these ideas and if you 

look at the exterior of the building you will notice that no 

cross is visible, nor is there any overtly religious symbolism. 

The building itself is Viennese Baroque in style with 

Romanesque decoration.  The poet Sir John Betjemen once 

praised the structure saying "The dome of Central Hall is a 

splendid foil to the towers of Westminster and the pinnacles 

of the Houses of Parliament". 

Many distinguished visitors 

Many distinguished visitors have graced Methodist Central 

Hall, including Mahatma Gandhi, Winston Churchill, Billy 

Graham, the Queen, Prince Charles and Princess Diana.  

At our last Circuit Meeting, during a discussion on how our circuit should face up to the future, a suggestion was made that we 

should sell Methodist Central Hall Westminster.  Just a couple of weeks later,  following a visit to Westminster Abbey, we 

called in at Methodist Central Hall and asked for the small book stall to be opened up for us.  Next to the book stall were 

cabinets full of matching binders.  Looking at the index we established that the binders contained entries for most of the 

Methodist churches in the country.    

Intrigued, we asked the member of staff on duty if we could look at the book containing reference to 

Wagg Street Methodist Church which once stood on our Trinity site.  Only too happy to don white 

gloves, he showed us the six and a half pages of Wagg Street names, I guess some 180 Wagg Street 

people who had contributed a guinea to the Million Guinea Fund, see below ï I noticed names such as 

Hill, Kennerley, Hadfield and Beresford.  On the next page was a list of names from the old Dane-in-

Shaw chapel and so on.   

Below is a brief history of the Hall: 
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Footsteps Plus is a modern day 

Sunday School which meets 

every Sunday, except the 2nd 

Sunday in the month which is 

usually Family Worship.  Pre-

school children meet in the 

Church Parlour and those of 

school age in Westwood 

House.  We encourage the young people to explore 

the Christian Faith in an interesting and creative way.  

For information contact Ann Hargreaves . 

Some weeks ago the young people imagined 

themselves to be 1st century reporters and wrote the 

following article for the "Jerusalem Times" 

The Carpenterôs Son - Local man claims 

to be Son of God! 

Those of you living around Galilee will have seen or 

heard of this man called Jesus.  He is travelling 

around the area preaching about The Kingdom of 

God and performing miracles of healing.  Often he 

can be seen with a group of oddly assorted followers 

who seem to have abandoned their old way of life to 

accompany him on his travels.  There is concern 

among the religious authorities that this man Jesus 

claims to be The Son of God!  It is our belief that no 

good can come from this ridiculous claim and our 

reporters will be following events closely. 

Ann Hargreaves 

Footsteps Plus 

The Boysô Brigade are about to commence 

their summer activities and so hope, 

weather permitting, to engage in some 

outdoor pursuits over the next 8 weeks.  The 

traditional uniform will be discarded until 

next September.  Membership, having 

received a boost last September well into 

double figures for the Company Section, 

has once again settled at a modest total and 

so we are still on the look-out for new 

members.  Our Junior Section remains suspended as 

the recruitment drive via the Junior Schools in 

October was not successful and our resources with 

officers are stretched. 

The activities over the winter and spring sessions 

have been varied and some enthusiastic boys helped 

to raise over £100 for the Swimathon despite illness 

reducing our squad to only 5 swimmers.  

It is with regret that we are having to give up 

the minibus as it has, for the second year 

running failed its MOT test and the costs of 

putting it all right, then taxing it and insuring 

it by July would well exceed £1000.  We hope 

that all those who have used it in the past will 

remember it with some affection, being the 

bruised and battered specimen that it was, but 

generally it gave of its best when called upon.  

With the membership that we have a 

replacement is out of the question. 

David Short 

[Ed: Our church owes a real debt of gratitude to our 

Boysô Brigade who for many years have allowed us 

to use their bus to provide transport to church on 

Sundays.  Many thanks.] 

Boysô Brigade 

Our guides have been looking at nature during the last 

term.  We have looked closely at butterflies, the 

different varieties and even made ourselves into 

butterflies using face paints.  We have looked at plant 

and tree identification taking various walks around 

Congleton including a look at Congleton Park and the 

numerous different wild flowers, insects and birds to 

be found in its woods.  

The Guides also entered a team into the Swimathon at 

the Leisure Centre and with 3 Guides and 2 leaders 

we managed to swim 104 lengths, an increase of 22 

lengths on last yearôs efforts.  The girls also managed 

to raise £50.  

Other activities enjoyed by the girls have included 

baking and decorating their own gingerbread houses, 

campfire activities and producing a small play using 

story masks to look at poverty in the world.  

The Guides meet on a Monday evening between 7.30 

and 8.45pm, new members are always welcome.  We 

are also always short of helpers and we would really 

like to try knitting, crocheting and quilt making if 

anybody has these skills and is willing to volunteer to 

show us. 

Jackie Kay 

 

Anyone wishing to volunteer should contact Jackie  

1st Congleton  

(Trinity Methodist) Guides 
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Our Brownies had a 

delightful evening at the 

end of March practising 

circus skills, including plate 

spinning, tightrope walking, 

diabolo swinging, unicycle 

�U�L�G�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���´�W�U�H�D�G�O�L�Q�J�µ���� 

Colin Stanley received a 

NODA award for 60 years 

service to Amateur Theatre 

with Trinity Amateur 

Operatic Society  

Our adult swimmers in the Rotary Swimathon raised 

£760.60 and our Brownie team raised £279.50 making a 

total of £1040.10.  As reported elsewhere in this edition 

�R�X�U���%�R�\�V�·���%�U�L�J�D�G�H���D�Q�G���*�X�L�G�H�V���D�O�V�R���I�L�H�O�G�H�G���W�H�D�P�V���D�Q�G���U�D�L�V�H�G���D��
further £150+.  Gift Aid will add a further £200 to the 

total.  Many thanks to everyone who supported our teams  


