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Our Mi ni ster 6s Letter
Dear Friends,

| took some time owtarlier this montho join a party of two coaches on a trip to
Austria and Germany. We took in some of the breathtaking scenery of the Tirc |
Bavaria, but the main point of our journey was to visit the Passion Play in ¢
Oberammergau. It derives from a promise of the people of a village to produce
passion play when they were (remarkably) spared further deaths from the plag!
This play is now performed every ten years. The cast and production team are
their thousands. The auditorium holds 5,000 and the play lasts some 6 hows ¢
with a break for dinner in the middle. It is a remarkable performance, and bring

home something of the speed of events as they unfurl and the characters of so..f_(///f
the main protagonists. The vast stage is occasionally filled by over 300 peopl
not to mention the odd sheep or horse. The Crucifixion itself was done remar
well  realistic without some of the gratuitous gore of recent films!
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As | mentioned there was a break halfway through. Joanna and | ambled dowi
side of the river towards our allotted restaurant, which happened to be the loca
tennis club, and ordered our dinner. Where we sat overlooked the tennis court
two heavily bearded men suddenly appeared below us to play a set or two. (TIMRDF 5
men of Oberammergau are under instructions to grow beards well before the p Children of Romani 6. 7
begins). We wondered whether this was Pontius Pilate v Judas, though no pri:

X . . The Street Market 8.9
guessing who won. Then our waiter, aged 19, appeared with our food and he
very pleased to point out his picture in the souvenir book we had bought. He h Oberammergau 1.9
cameo role in one of the scenes in the play. Reimagining Future 10, 11

This break, which threatened to be a hiatus in the unfolding drama, actually wg Mission Together
very well. There was the sense of something mundane and ordinary, about life
going on as it needs to, while just round the corner the most significant chapter
imaginable in the affairs of humankind was taking place. We returned for the

second half, well fed, and perhaps in a better position to appreciate the signific Event News 12,13
of the events we were about to witness. Our waiter tidied up and pedalled off ¢
bicycle to the theatre. Pontius Pilate and Judas returned to less congenial hos

New Door Stewards 11
August Services 12

Flower Rota 13

Diary Dates 14

As always,
@-" Door Stewls 70 RO
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Congratulations to Prayers

Ruth Pickleswho has been elected Vig&esident designate of Please pray for all the leaders an
the Methodist Conference. Vice President of the Methodist YOUNg people who are involved i
Church is the highest honour for a Methodist lay person in our yOUtt' activities, for Footstep
Britain. Our thought d ith Ruth h 3 Plgs, Créche, Footsteps, Boys
ritain. Our thoughts and prayers are wi uth as she prepé g i de Contact Centre, Toddle
for her year of office starting during Conference to be held in Group, Rainbows, Brownies and
Southport at the beginning of July 2011. Guides; also for other youth

. ) i groups who use our premises,
Elizabeth Adamswho, so far as we know, is our only National | i+te stars Congleton Youth

Champion. Elizabeth is a member of Maximum Cheer, from QOrchestra, Congleton Youth Theatre.
Ki _n 90s _SC _h ool, Mac C lesfield Please pray for all our people who are sick, lonely or b
leading championships at the Velodrome in Manchester 8n 11 grieving.
May. By all accounts cheer leading hardly describes the
acrobatic performances of Maximum Cheer. Well done

We pray for:

Elizabeth. Beverley Holtf ol | owi ng her mot hler 6 s
The family and friends dflarry Taylor Brookes whose

David Brown on his election as Congleton Town Mayor for the fneral was on '8 June.

coming year gnd DaY‘d Martin (Chair of Trinity Operatic Hazel Scott & Don Scottand all the family following

Society) on his election as Deputy Mayor. the death oMargaret Armstrong, Hazel 8s |si st

Our adultSwimathon teamto whom Congleton Rotary Club funeral was at Trinity on Z1June.

presented the Ken Shuttleworth Memorial Shield during our Jean Swinsorand all her family following the death of

Street Market, in recognition of the team collecting the highes Roy on 16" July and his funeral on 2@luly.

total sponsorshipnoney. .
O God, you said ALet thefre b
We pray that we might have your light guiding us

Thanks through the confusions, the disappointments, and the
darkness which we experience. Amen.

Thanks to everyone who sent cards and expressed sympathy . . ]

) , A prayer for this late summer holiday season:

following the death of my sister Margaret Armstrong. Your ) o

support and prayers were much appreciated. Also many thar God of the wayside, the hillside and the .seashore, open

for your kind enquiries regarding Don. our eyes to see the beauty of your creation, open our gars

Hazel Scoft to hear your words for us, and open our hearts to the
people we meet. Make us sensitive to their needs and

Many thanks tc€Cath Lilley who has completed 5 years asa  help us to remember that we are your heart and your

steward. Chris Caswellhas taken over as senior steward and voice, speaking to your people. Amen.

we wish her well. Welcome tlan Harrison who has joined

our team of church stewards. Our other stewardkidaey

Parker, Cice Johnson, and Steve Eliappa

Many thanks t&Ernie Clarke who on 13' June presented

Trinity with A400 towards this yearodés Christmas Day | mea

people otherwise alone. This donation was from the charity

fund raised during his year of office as Town Mayor. In THANK YOU

making the presentation he said that spending Christmas Day at

Trinity in 2009 was something he had never expected to do, bufvas delighted to receive the lovely flowers during the

it was a highlight of his mayoral year. service on Sunday ¥&uly. I can hardly believe | have
been involved with Trinityos

Thanks to everyone who supported, made cakes for and what has changed by name over the years from Sunday

contributed in any way to our Chatterbox Coffee Shop School to Junior Church and now Footsteps Plus. Thank

iTastytowno &JdueerasparhoéCodgletmmFod 50u to everyone and especially those who offered
& Drink Festivali it was a really successful day and we madepPersonal thanks.
£126. Hazel Scott. ~ Jenny Tingle

Many thanks to Jenny who, after 30 years has now retired from this
work.

neer
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Ladi esd Club News

25" May then works with the recipients in their own environment
6Choruses & Corsetsd was t h éeothindoorsiamg outdoogs totenstré tbe dogé are shtisf

by Mr. Sidney Bayley, from Tunstall Methodist Church. This the specific needs of the individual. The charity maintai
was in fact a history of entertainment in the StokeTrent regular contact with them, and when the dogs become t
area. old for the work, they are feomed.

Starting in the 19 century with the introduction of singing At their centre in Oxfordshire, the charity can have up tc

lessons by local Methodists as an alternative to Ale House 100 dogs in residence at any one time and there is a
entertainment, subsequently leading to the formation of the permanent waiting list of recipients.

many operatic and choral societies in the area, we were taken,
through the Music Hall Theatre period, followed by the silent
movies and 6tal kies. d

ccompanying our speaker were June from Sandbach,
her 6hearing dogé Paddy.

demonstrated the charity
The North Staffs District Choral Society and the Hanley I ndependent Life. b
Madrigal Singers were two of the first choirs to be formed, andzzqd June
to assist with breathing during singing, the ladies were J ) _
6Confessions of a Pecul i a

encouraged to discard theiorsets hence the title of the talk. . )
By 1910 there were 30 such choirs in the area, excluding thosereésented by our friend Phil Lockett.

in churches and chapels. Many went on to gain success in  As an adolescent, although the family had connections
national competitions and performed at many prestigious Bal | Green Methodist Chur
venues. Such as Thomas Beecham, Edward Elgar and Henryootball and girls! After leaving Hanley High School, Phi
Wood conducted in the area when their own compositions wegpent some time as an apprentice at West Bromwich
being perfor med. (Judi t h T albibnodefors leagimgdon Rbit \Aate vitere hemasa full
who performed in the presence of Elgar). time professional for six years.

It was 1836 when the first theatre, The Theatre Royal, was buitowever it was after attending a Billy Graham rally that
providing a venue for the former travelling entertainers and  Phil began to think seriously about his faith. He becam
Music Halls with their wide variety of performers. In 1915 the |ocal preacher at 17 and after leaving Port Vale, trained
first of 25 cinemas in the area was opened by Tunstall the ministry at Hartley Victoria College. His first

Methodist, George Barber. The cinema brought about the  appointment was in Keynsham, Bristol, at the time whe

demise of the music hall, despite the picture and sound not Mods & Rockers and youth riots were much in evidence.

always being synchronised! Silent movies were superseded it was at this time that he found himself doing lots of
1929 with the introduction of talking movies. outreach work with young people. Subsequently he wa,

Actors such as Ben Kingsley and Robert Powell appeared in ~u _
productions at the Victoria Theatre, Hartshill, which opened inProiect in North Wales where motor bike gangs were
a converted cinema in 1959, this theatre being replaced in 1986USINg concern.

by the Basford New Victor i a Whdéneha MethedistChurch introduced Sector dinistry,
brought new dimensions to productions. Operas and light P h i | realised that his 06c¢c
operas were performed for madmmunterrathesthas beindchurck leaded. Aftdr d e
The Queens Theatre in Burslem. completing a degree in Social Work, he became a

Our Speaker hoped that he had been able to dlspel the theoryProbation Officer Working in the Tunstall Circuit, before

that StokeonTr ent i s a Ocul tur al k ) :
Officer. Work as a Home Office Inspector and

Mr Bayley himself has appeared in amateur dramatics. For o§overnment Adviser in the field of criminal justice
production the group required a young lad to join the cast. A followed as did some time in Germany advising on cour
friend said he knew a young boy who would fit the required  martial proceedings for the Armed Forces. Throughout

role. That young boy did all his young acting at The Queens career, Phil continued to do pastoral work for the churct
Theatre, just down from the Red Lion pub where he lived, and

subsequently became i&obhie mb e rREWYRNG Y e Biddulph & Mqw Cep Circuit as
Williams. Superintendent Minister, he has now officially retired by

" his knowledge and experience are still much in demand
8" June the Methodist Connexion.
Our speaker was Jackie Snelson from Nantwich who came 105
speak on behalf of the chari ?tP/ OHearing Dogs for the
Formed in 1982, the charity trains dogs to act as assistants arlg 9/0rious sunshine, 26 members spent an enjoyable d
companions for people who are severely or profoundly deaf. &t Stratford upon Avon for the annual summer outing.
The work involves selecting and training young dogs (often 6" July
from rescue centres), which have the right temperament to wofkq final meeting of the year was the AGM.
as hearing dogs. Training can take up to 18 weeks. Applicants ]
are assessed for suitability and then spend some time at the Ladies Club meets fortnightly on Tuesdays and

training centre before taking the dogs home. A personal trainécommences ori"September. New members are alwa
welcome. Cice Johnson

invited by the late Revd B. Arthur Shaw to set up a youth

d"oying towark on Merseyside where he became a Chie
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Circuit Meeting 24" June 2010

A number of important decisions were made at the Circuit Meeting. We agreed that:

e AsBiddulph Park (sadly) seek a transfer to the Burslem Mission Circuit they would go with our
blessing.

e From September 2011 the complemeniaiisters in the Circuit as it stands today would be
reduced from four to three. This is largely as a result of financial pressures that have emerged as significant
in the last year.

(7]

e Revd John Fisherwould be invited to remain in the Circuit for a period of up to another three year
from September 2011.

e Congleton Edgewould close with a final service on Octobef"17
e  Avril Waghorn should be appointddission Area Co-ordinator .

e We would make a warm response to ithguest of the Middlewich Circuit (of one minister and four
churches) to join us. We anticipate this would be from September 2011 and a fuller proposal will be made
to both Circuit Meetings in September.

Pastoral Oversightfor the year beginning September 2010 would be:
Philip Berryi Trinity, Congleton Edge, Davenport, Brookhouse Green, Biddulph Park
Pam Butlefi Wellspring, Lower Withington, Cloud, Key Green, Rood Lane
John Fisher Biddulph, New Road, Hill Top, Lask Edge, Brown Lees
Jane Harri§ Harriseahead, Bosley, Mow Cop, Special Project

Baptisms Church Bloopers

We are delighted to welconTeheo Eric

Clement Wiltshaw into our fellowship. Theo At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic
who is the son of Mark & Michelle was baptised |will be 'What Is Hell?' Come early and listen to our
on 13" June choir practice

Than kS The church will host an evening of fine dining,

super entertainment and gracious hostility.
Thanks to all who collected for and supported

the Christian Aid houseto-house collection. Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 pprayer and
The total amount collected by Trinity was medication to follow.
£2,401.67

The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of
every kind. They may be seen in the basement on

thtle Known FaCt Friday afternoon.

Did you know thaRob Lilley was Welfare ) , ) .
Foods fAbab 0f. the e a rThls evening at 7 pm there will be a hymn singing
y " y in%he baﬂc Bring a blanket and come prepared tg

...... another eral! sin.
Pause to Ponder The sermon this morning: 6
Water . o The sermon tonigh

The idea that one can escape responsibility for doing anything

about a particular situation by praying instead needs to be chal- Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to
lenged. We may well be the answer to our own prayers, if we | the addition of several new members and to the
are sufficiently sensitive and committed. Prayer and action deterioration of some older ones.

belong together.
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MRDF Launches Emergency Appeal for West Africa

The Methodist Relief and Development Fund (MRDF) has Transformation in Tanzania
launched an urgent appeal for West Africa as millions of

people face chronic food shortages. Women in rural areas of Tanzania are setting up small

Poor rainfall and failed harvests in the Sahel region of Westbusmesses, with support from an MRDF partner.

Africa have left 10 million people vulnerable to severe Unable to access loans and voice opinions in their

hunger. Nigei the poorest country in the world according communities, women in some parts of Tanzania are often

to the United Nations has been worst hit, with almost 60%  gnfined to the lowest paid jobs in society. However

of the population facing hunger this year. More than 1.5 yaining in business and finance management is enabling
million children are at risk of becoming malnourished unlessiyem to set up successful enterprises.

urgent action is taken.

Theresia used to be dependent on seasonal labour and was

MRDF has already allocated £20,000 to the ciisis struggling to afford food for her children. Now with MRD

countries, and is urging people to donate to its emergency support, the women's group she set up is a successful and

appeal so that it can reach more vulnerable people in Niger profitable business that produces and packages flour.
and other affected countries including Mali, Burkina Faso

and Mauritania. Stop the hunger casino

Yannick Milev, MRDF Programme Every day banks are making

Manager for West Africa, recently MEt hudist HE”ET & huge profits from betting on food

ret urne d fro m-a prices in unregulated financial
partner in Niger was very distressed

kets, ing the price of food
the reports they were receiving from DEM’EMﬁmEHt FU ﬂd markets, causing e price of 100

around the world to rocket.
the communities t

sai d. O0Entire villages are emptyi ng Thisreckless speculationis pushing

people flee to areas where they think they might find food up the price of basic foods like wheat and maize, forcing
they either simply have no food, or cannot afford it. The  millions into poverty.

price of rice has doubled in some places. Not everyone can

leave their villages, and some of the people left behind haveMRDF is working with the World Development Movemen
been forced to eat roots and leaves from trees. These repoF&demand that the UK government back proposals to
are shocking, but the important message is that we can mal{ggulate betting on food prices, ensuring that banks can
a huge difference to many of the people affected by this Cris|gnger decide the fate of the world's poorest people.

i f we act quickly.

Gifts to MRDFO6s appeal wildl provide emergency relief
supplies to some of those affected by the food crisis and will
focus on helping communities to become more resilient to | A minister, known for his lengthy sermons, noticed a
drought in the future. get up and leave during the middle of his message. The
returned just before the conclusion of the ser
Afterwards the minister asked the man where he had be

Donations to MRDF can be made wavw.mrdf.org.uk by

calling 020 7224 4814 to give by debit or credit card or by
cheque made payable to 'MRDF (West Africa emergency)'
and sent to MRDF, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW15JRf But , © said the minister

il went to get a haircut,

o ) , service?o0
Taxpayers are encouraged to gift aid their donations where

possible. ifiBecause, 0 the gentl eman

no

1an

man
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http://www.mrdf.org.uk/pages/home.php
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The U in JesUs

Before U were thought of or time had begun,

An August Holiday Psalm

Recreation is my shepherd, | shall not stay at home,

God even stuck U in the name of his Son.

And each time U pray, youaol | Igmakethmgtgliedowyipgaslegpingbag.
You cano6t spell out JesUs anldaddhore down the motdréay Bach weekend.
Youdre a pretty big part of It rﬁsltogeth W%SH%aQ'rltfleﬂqeth Weat%tge’parks for

For U, He was born; thatés why He Ccemfodsake.

And His great love for U is the reason He died,
It even takes U to spell crucified.

Even though | stray on the Lord's Day, | will fear no
reprimand, for | am relaxed.

s pl e n dMYdod gnd rgel they gomfort me.
| anointed my skin with oil. My petrol tank runneth dry

Il snét it thrilling and
He rose from the dead, with U in His plan?
The stones split away, the gold trumpet blew,

And this word resurrection is spelled with a U Surely my caravan shall follow me all the weekends @

summer,

When JesUs left earth at His upward ascension,
He felt there was one thing He just had to mention.

and | shall return to the house of the Lord for the

harvest.
iNow go into the world and tell them itos true,
That the love | have shown Butdythes, itwibg the footballiseagon, gnd that's

another psalm.

So many great people are spelled with a U, with thanks to Revd Jim Rea. (submitted by Celia Davies)

Donét they have a right to know JesUs too?
It all depends now on what U will do,
Hedd Iike them to know, but it all starts with U.

Author unknown
via Timperley Church magazine and Jean Higgins

Methodists ‘enjoy longer lives'

Methodists live more than seven years longer than the rest of the population, according to a study.

Men belonging to the famously clefiving denomination live to 83.9, researchers working for British Religion in Num
found, compared with a national average of 77.

Female Methodists die at 91.1 on averagme years longer than the 82 years enjoyed by most British women.

Daily Telegraph 26/6/2010

bers

Children of Romania - A New Project

In Romania, the school year came to an end in the
middle of June. We have recently had amasl

from Iringo (the housemother at Congleton House)
telling us about the wonderful Speech Day they had
to celebrate a "beautiful and fruitful school year".
Iringo also told us she had recently used some of the
money we gave her in April to buy the wood needed
for heating Congleton House when the weather turns
cold. She wrote "Thank you agaimve will be

warm in my house next winter."

After discussions with Brother Csaba, the trustees of
our charity have decided to help fund some projects
at Galospetri House, which is a renovated manor
house north of Oradea. The house was purchased by
the Foundation about a year ago and there are just
over twenty children living there now. The land
around the house is rough and muddy in wet weather

with no vehicular access, so money is needed to lay
drive and build paths. The present kitchen is not in
suitable position for the children, so the staff would

like to relocate it in a more convenient area. We will
of course, continue to support Congleton House and
the after school club at Felsosofalva but we feel we
can now help to establish Galospetri House also.

a
a

Our next fundraising events will be a Sunday Lunch
in the Church Hall at Trinity on August'@&nd

another Chinese Banquet on Septemb&t Me will
be very grateful for your support on these occasions.

Hilary and Douglas Parker.

Oradea is between Budapest and Congleton House in Torocko,
approximately 150 miles East of Budapest,, 100 miles NW of
Torocko, and very close to the Romankdungary border.
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Keith Hassall presents a cheque on behalf of Jenny Tingle receiving a bouguet on
Trinity Retired Mends Group tyQy18M6d dcSgnitb®di Mes3pn t o
be used to fill bags with useful items to be sent to years service with Footsteps and its
soldiers of First Battalion Mercian Regiment in predecessors.
Hel mand Province, demonstrating FI.nogg[secugG%b%nspup(")s

concern for and support for the men.

Mow Cop
Camp
meeting on
Sunday
May 30"

Photo Philip Berry

Andrew and Sarah Quine
(née Lammas) following their
marriage at St Mary
Magdalene Church, Barwick,
Somerset on June 5 ™

Photo Doug Gibbons

Children of Romania

Left are children at
Congleton Houseft
Dayo

Right is Galospetri House,
the new project taken on by
the charity.




